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BY HEATHER HUCKA, CONSERVATION EDUCATION MANAGER

You may have been surprised when you saw this addition of In
Nature’s Care. Cerro Gordo County Conservation has gone through a
lot of changes over the last few years! And what better way to Winter Programs
celebrate our growth as an organization than to showcase it here. . Page 2-3
This newsletter has been a publication of the Lime Creek Nature
Center for more than 40 years. With this winter addition, we would

Flora & Fawna
like to announce that it will now be a space for both nature center
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and county conservation events, news, and information. We are
growing and so must our newsletter. With the increase in weight and

an increased focus on conservation, after this issue, Conservation Comment
WE WILL NO LONGER BE MAILING OUT PAPER COPIES. < Page 5

Paper copies are available at the nature center and an electronic ¢

copy on the Cerro Gordo County Conservation website. Membersawill ,q Be)’ond Lime Creek

receive a digital copy sent directly to their inbox. Please update your . Kl Page 6

email with our Office Manager Mary at

Thank You
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Intern Reflections
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Conservation at a Glance
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To regiéter call (641)423 5309

*Programs may be cancelled due to weather or low registration*

WINTER BREAKAT: LIME CREEK “‘ ' MAKE & TAKE BIRDSEED ORNAMENTS
2 - SATURDAY;, DECEMBER21, 1-4 PM
LIME CREEK.NATURE CENTER N
Osa
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CONSERVATION COFFEE CLUB = EAST AFRICA PHOTO SAFARI
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY'15, 9:30-11'/AM e LIME CREEK'NATURE CENTER

LIME CREEK/LITTLES - ARCTIC ANTICS LIMEICREEK'LITTLES - W v

THURSDAY,, JANUARY/ 23, 5-6 PM LOVEIN THE'WILD
LIME CREEK.NATURE!CENTER TUESDAY, FEBRUARY11, 5-6 PM
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WOMEN'S WINTER REVIVAL!
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2-7 PM
LIME CREEK'NATURE ' CENTER
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White Pine

Pinus strobus

As fall arrives and deciduous trees shed their leaves, we
can rely on conifers to give us a glimpse of green
throughout winter. The Eastern white pine, one of lowa's
five native evergreen species, is a popular tree for many
reasons. Known for its rapid growth and long life span,
this tree provides both benefits and beauty.

The Eastern white pine has bundles of five needles, each
about 3-5 inches long. This tree can grow up to 80 feet
tall and live up to 100 years old. Each fall, the Eastern
white pine sheds its older needles, keeping only the
current year's growth. This sets it apart from the other
lowa evergreens, who overwinter with 2-3 years of
needles.
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E ///,/%// Eastern white pines serve many important purposes, both
)// / ecologically and culturally. Many birds and small
/ Z mammals benefit from the food and shelter these pines

provide. Their size and extensive root system make them
excellent windbreaks and help to mitigate soil erosion.
Due to their beauty, Eastern white pines are popular
ornamental trees in year-round landscaping. It's also
common to bring them indoors during the holiday season
as Christmas trees. The lumber industry favors white pines
for many projects due to their soft and easily workable
wood. Unlike many other woods, white pine doesn't shrink
or swell significantly, which is a major advantage. These
qualities make the Eastern white pine a favorite tree
among many lowans.
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BY JOSH BRANDT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cerro Gordo County Conservation has been busy making facility
improvements to our parks including new 50-amp service at all
three modern campgrounds. But the newest feature we are
excited to unveil in 2025 will be the ability to make online
campsite reservations and electronic payments.

We are currently working on upgrading our presence on
mycountyparks.com and building Cerro Gordo County's
reservation system on the website. This spring, campers will be
able to reserve campsites in advance online or pay instantly via
credit card at Linn Grove, Wilkinson, and Ingebretson parks. Gone
are the days of digging through your wallet or purse for the
correct amount in cash!

We ask for your patience as we navigate through the transition,
but the end product will undoubtedly be a smoother booking
experience for our frequent customers as well as an opportunity
to promote tourism in Cerro Gordo County on a broader scale. To
streamline the process for reserving a campsite next year you can
create a user profile on mycountyparks.com now. This site is a
one-stop shop for all that County Conservation departments in
lowa have to offer. Check it out!

“Gone arce
the days ol
digging for
the correct

amount in
cash!”

mycountyparks- EVENTS -  COUNTIES -  MAKE RESERVATIONS -

CAMPSITES SHELTERS

Handicap Accessible
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County Parks and Natural Areas

Wilkinson Pioneer Park

Nestled in the town of Rock Falls this beautiful 80-acre park has
something for everyone. Donated in 1960 by Mr. and Mrs. Rufus
Wilkinson, this park contains 40 modern campsites and an
enclosed shelter that can be rented for small events and
gatherings.
Spanning across a small creek that empties into the river is a
covered bridge that was originally built in 1969. This unique
piece of history is one of only a few covered bridges that you
can still drive through. Wilkinson Pioneer Park offers easy access
to the beautiful Shell Rock River. Weather you canoe, kayak, or
tube, Wilkinson is the perfect
: place to begin any river
B adventure. Home to a
B small native remnant
& prairie, here you can
& get a glimpse of
our historical lands.
§ This public park truly
has something for
everyone.

21425 Vine Avenue
Rock I'alls, lowa
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Weekend Volunteer Hosts: Bruce & Suzanne McKee, Mike & Nancy Roddy, Randy Krueger, Bob & Sally
Becker, Midge Gaylor, Pat & Dave Hansen, Jim Degen, Ron & Lea Norlinger, Kay Larson, Bob & Deb
Friedrichs

Program Volunteers: Thank you for your time and commitment Alice Phillips, Bruce & Suzzane McKee,
Jim Degen, Carrie Berg and family, Matt & Melissa Fabian, Maeve & Nick Gales, Lane Hansen, Jamey
Medlin, Dale Mills, Denise Wood, Mary Hodak, Scout Troup #1012, Mick Meyers, Lori Elbermawy, and Alf
Larson.

Environmental Education Donations:

Thank you Thomas Eddy and family for donating the large insect collection of Douglas James Eddy.
Thank you to Donavon and Diana Reinsmoen for donating Robert Anderson’s extensive skull collection,
rattlesnake skin, and historic grinding stones to be used for educational programming.
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BY BECCA HEFFLEFINGER, NATURALIST INTERN
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A tax-deductible gift membership or
monetary donation to Lime Creek Nature
Center is a gift that many benefit from.
The environmental education team
provides opportunities to all who wish to
deepen their connection to nature.

The nature center relies on donations
and memberships to fund our
environmental education activities,
programs, and internships.

In Nature's Care

Please send your donation to: Lime
Creek Nature Center, 3501 Lime
Creek Road, Mason City, IA. 50401




Lime Creek Nature Center PRST Standard

3501 Lime Creek Road U.S. Postage Paid
Mason City, lowa 50401 Mason City, IA.
PERMIT NO. 34

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

@ Please contact us today to make sure you will receive this document electronically in the future!

CERRO GORDO COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD MEMBERS:

Shannon Anderson - Member Stephen Gales - Member
Dudley Humphrey - Chair Jacquelyn Arthur - Secretary/Treasurer
Jim Roseland - Vice-Chair

LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER FOUNDATION BOARD OFFICERS:

Carrie Berg - President Maeve Gales - Vice-President Denise Wood - Secretary/Treasurer
STAFF

Josh Brandt - Executive Director Building Hours & Information
Heather Hucka - Conservation Education Manager Mon. - Fri.: 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

- o\ Sat. - Sun.: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Ryan Wilcke - Roadside Vegetation Manager I . Lifo oo i nter

3501 Lime Creek Road
Mason City, lowa 50401
Grady Kragenbring - Natural Resource Specialist Phone: (641)423-5309

Derrick Barnes - Natural Resource Specialist Website: CerroGordo.gov

Kolton Byrne - Natural Resource Specialist Social Media: Facebook & Instagram
Mary Ermer - Office Manager )

Lakota Kirst - Roadside Vegetation Specialist
Ryan Theel - Roadside Vegetation Specialist
Todd Hansen - Operations Supervisor



