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BY HEATHER HUCKA, CONSERVATION EDUCATION MANAGER

With the summer season coming to a close, we can't be more excited to
share with you what we have been up to these past months.

Fall Programs

Summer began wet and wild! High water and high temperatures made

for a tricky start to our summer programs. But with a bit of flexibility and Page 2-5

a lot of sunscreen we were able to offer a full summer of educational

and recreational programming. And we are not slowing down. e Fall Festival
Inside this issue you will find new opportunities to explore and do more - R Page 3

out at Lime Creek Conservation Area and Nature Center. We strive to

offer experiences for everyone and hope to see you out at the park ‘ Flora & Fauna
soon. Page 6
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OUTDOOR COOKING 101

- ' M EALL EQUINOX HIKE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 5-8 PM D Y :
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER h (0 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 5:30-7 PM

LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

The fall equinox marks the changing of the
season. It is a time of balance and reflection.
Albert Camus said, “Autumn is a second spring
when every leaf is a flower.” Come enjoy the
fall beauty at Lime Creek and celebrate the
first day of the new season.

Please register by noon on Monday 22.

Cooking outside can be fun and easy. Whe eritisona
stick or in tin foil, fire is a great way to make any meal
better. Discover new ways of cooking some old favorites.
Working in small groups, we will make and taste a variety of
foods. This program is intended for ages 16 and up. Please
indicate any food preferences/allergies upon registration.
$10/member or $15/non-member.
Register by Friday, September 12 at 4 PM.

CONSERVATION COFFEE CLUB ~ IOWA'’S FASCINATING FUNGUS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 9:30-11 AM e LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER
Enjoy some social time with coffee, tea and treats followed by a conservation
focused program. Learn about the kingdom of fungi with Amanda Flaata, board
member and chair of the arts committee for the Prairie States Mushroom Club. This
will be a discovery of all things fungi - why fungi are important to a healthy
ecosystem, key aspects of identification, and myths and safety while foraging.
Cost is $3 for nature center members or $7 for non-members. -‘ .
Registration deadline is Friday, October 3 by 4 PM ‘

MUSHROOM FORAY 4:30-6:30 PM WILDLIFE WONDERS ™ CREEPY CRITTERS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 5-6 PM

LIME CREEK CONSERVATION AREA LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

Come and explore the forest with Amanda
Flaata of the Prairie States Mushroom ,;:;.‘,
in search of fungi! Learn about the key

aspects of identification and discover a
hidden kingdom of life.

Please register for this event by Friday
October 3 by 4 PM. This program is free. 3

Learn all about some of the underappreciated
animals in lowa and why they spook so many
people. This program is open to all ages, but is
geared towards upper elementary children. Come
to Lime Creek and face your fears this Halloween
season! Please register for this event by Fridgy,\/
October 10 by 4 PM. This program is free. i




% September 7, 2025 ﬂ‘

» ’k 9:30am-2:30pm
h

e LLime Creek Nature Center Foundation and Cerro Gordo
County Conservation Board invite you to our annual Fall Festival!

Celebrate LLime Creck and the outdoors with guided activities and

free exploration. Lunch is provided for a free will donation. > .
y CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPOTS ~ 641/423-5309 ﬂ R
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MAKE & TAKE - LEAF MOSAICS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 5 PM
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

What in the world is WQHEP!?
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The Wildlife Habitat Education Program (WHEP) is an
amazing opportunity for students ages 8-19 to learn
about the wildlife around them through hands-on
experiences and teamwork. Participants in this national
program will discover how to identify animals through
sight & sound, dive deep into habitat needs, and how to
manage a habitat to encourage diversity. After
practices and working together as a team, there is a
chance for students to show off their hard work and
knowledge at the state competition! If a team places

: ., Nature can inspire amazing art! Create a
picture using colorful leaf fragments.
 Whether you use provided leaves or hike to
.. find your own, what you make is up to you!
“. Please register for this free program by
Monday, November 10 at 4 PM

LIME CREEK LITTLES ~
TAKE A HIKE

MONDAY, NOV. 17, 5-6 PM
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

sp

first at state, they are invited to the National WHEP
contest! The lowa state competition will focus on
species found in the tall grass prairie, wetland, and

Children ages 4-6, with their adults,
% will celebrate National Take A Hike
.+ . Day! Come and discover what

nature has to show us.
t is free for member

.. each nonmember youth.

Please call to pre-register!

urban ecoregions.

When Naturalist Kari first heard about this program, she 2 for

knew she had to bring it to North Central lowa. Now is
your chance to join her team and use your love of nature
to build a solid foundation and grow your knowledge of
the natural world.

Practices will start soon! If you, or a youth you know, is
interested in joining a team like no other, don't miss out
on the fun informational WHEP Kick-Off!

:  WHEP KICK-OFF
September 15 e S5pm

Cerro Gordo Extension Office
PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER (641)423-0844

For questions contact Naturalist Kari Jeffrey
kjeffreyecerrogordo.gov

UNIVERSITY

Extension and Outreach
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ANNUAL LIME CREEK TIMBER TROT

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 9 AM

PACKET PICKUP FRIDAY OCTOBER 3, 2:30-4 PM or % L]
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 8-8:30 AM i

LIME CREEK CONSERVATION AREA & NATURE CENTER ﬁi ;

Enjoy a five-mile trail run OR a 5K among the beautiful fall colors of the Lime Creek
Conservation Area. This event is for everyone from avid runners to beginning joggers.

All proceeds go to support the education program! :

Register online with this QR code or download a registration form at www.cerrogordo.gov or call
641/423-5309 to request one. Register before noon on August 23 for $35. Late registration is $40. All
registrations before noon on September 18 include a long-sleeve tech shirt. Additionally, all entries will receive
a gift card for $20 to our sponsor’s store, Woyne’s Ski and Cycle.

Solash €2, %, WAYNE'S

00y 0 SKI|CYCLE|FITNESS

Join our “Critter Stuffer's Club” by paying for the cost of
",\‘— mounting an animal for display or educational programming at
\ the Lime Creek Nature Center!

Animals Available: Coyote pup “OR™ Red Fox kit

Keep Quitting
Get help quitting 4

tobacco and nicotine. /‘ :

1-800-QUIT NOW | Quitlinelowa.org ! y p

-
IOWA Text ‘START' to 300500 ‘




Destroying Angel

Amanita bisporig

-

? Never eat wild

mushrooms that you
can't confidently identify!
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