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BY HEATHER HUCKA, CONSERVATION EDUCATION MANAGER

As | sit and write this article, the sun is shining and it is 80
degrees! It already feels like summer. And you can bet your
team of naturalists out at Lime Creek can not wait for the
season to get started. This year we are able to offer more
public programs and more youth nature camps than ever
before. There are going to be some big projects happening
inside the nature center as well! A new exhibit will be
introduced in the auditorium that will surely excite.

Out around the park things have been happening too. We
have almost completed all of our trail renovations. We hope
you find time to get out this summer and discover these new
connections. Additional signage and updated trail maps are
slowly rolling out so you won't lose your way.

A new season means new discoveries out at Lime Creek! We
can't wait to see you out at the park this summer.
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FISHING FUN! - \ BN
SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1-4' PM
LIME CREEK DISCOVERY POND

Join the naturalist on free fishing weekend
to try your hand at baiting a hook, casting a
line, and catching fish! Whether you bring
your own pole or borrow one from us, bait
will be provided. No license is required to
fish during this event. Registration
deadline is Wednesday, June 3 by 4 PM

MY MARSH MONDAYS (It's Back!)

B
Bl

LIME CREEK LITTLES ~ EXCITING INSECTS!
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 5-6 PM ‘

LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER =

Children ages 4-6, with their adults, will learn all about
insects and what makes them so important through stories,
games and exploration! The cost is free for members and
$2 for each nonmember youth. This program may go
outside for part of the experience, so please dress for the
weather. Please register by Thursday, June 25 at 4 PM.

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 6-7:30 PM © MALLARD MARSH
MONDAY, JUNE 15, 6-7:30 PM = LIME CREEK CONSERV. AREA (Quarry Lake)
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 6-7:30 PM ~ LIME CREEK CONSERV. AREA (Quarry Lake)

Come enjoy an evening in one of our county'’s

wetlands! Kayaking is a fun way to explore a marsh.

Paddle deep into a park less traveled. Join one of your naturalists as we discover three different
areas by boat! Register for one or all but please register for this event by the Friday before.
This program is free to attend. Kayaks and PFDs are provided.

TEACHER TIME-OUT
TUESDAY, JULY 28,10 AM-2 PM
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

To teach is to give and we want to give our area
teachers a fun filled time-out(side). This is “nature
camp” for educators! Cook lunch over a fire,
explore nature, and have fun at Lime Creek with
your naturalist student free!
This program is open to all adults, but geared
towards education professionals.

Pre-register by July 24 before 4 PM.

WILDLIFE WONDERS: WHAT IS WEATHER?
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 5-6 PM
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

Do you know why rain falls or how tornados form?
Discover the mysterious world of weather through
experiments and hands-on exploration! This
program is open to all ages, but is geared towards
upper elementary aged children.

Pre-register by July 24 before 4 PM.
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Register at LimeCreekNatureCenter.com

*Programs may be cancelled due to weather or low registration™

Animal Adventurers ~ June 16, 23, July 7, 14

Youth completing 3" or 4" grade (9 am712pm)
Each day of camp is a new adventure! Dig into the different

animal groups and find out what makes them so unique! Come to
one or come to them all this summer
LCNC Member ~ $7/camper per day
Non-member ™ $9/camper per day
Snack is provided each day of camp.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY THE WEDNESDAY BEFORE CAMP

Nature Neighbors ~ June 18, 25, July 9, 16
Youth completing 1 or 2™ grade (9amv]2pm)
Four days of fun or maybe just one. Each day is unique so you can
make camp as long as your little one wants. Learn about all the
creatures, big and small, that call lowa home!
LCNC Member ™~ $7 /camper per day
Non-member ~ $9/camper per day
Snack is provided each day of camp.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE CAMP

-
Evening Explorers ~ June 24-25 (1 night)

Youth completing 6" or 7" grade 4pm—]0am
Overnight at Lime Creek! It's not summer until you camp outside.
Discover the park after dark. Enjoy sleeping in tents and cooking
over the fire!

LCNC Member ~ $35/camper OR Non-member ~ $40/camper

Dinner and breakfast is provided. Pack list sent upon registration.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 18

Recreation Renegades ~ June 30 & July 1
Youth completing 5" or 6" grade (9am~4pm)

Explore the outdoors, grow your skills, and discover more ways to

play outside! Some activities may include canoeing, fire and shelter

building, archery, and outdoor cooking.

LCNC Member ~ $35/camper OR Non-member ~ $40/camper

Lunch and snack is provided each day of camp.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 23

Caving Adventure ~ July 7-9
(2 nights) 9am/3pm

Youth completing 9" - 12" grades
Go caving, hiking, and climbing on a two-night
spelunking adventure. Discover nature, build
confidence, and have fun!
*This camp involves crawling through dark, small spaces.*
$65/camper
Pack list will be sent upon registration.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 29

Water Wanderers ~ July 22 & 23

Youth completing 7* or 8" grade (9 am-2pm)
Enjoy outdoor recreation on the water. Learn and

grow skills in fishing and canoeing/kayaking. The lake
and river await!

*Camp may be canceled due to unsafe water/weather conditions.
LCNC Member ~ $35/camper
Non-member ~ $40/camper
Lunch and snack is provided each day of camp.
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JULY 16
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We are excited to

lowa History Camp ~ June 17 & 18
Youth completing 3" - 5" grades (9am-12pm)

Step back in time and discover what lowa was like
many years ago! Explore our past through interactive
activities and immersive experiences. Our first day will be
at Lime Creek exploring lowa life Pre-contact. Then day
two will be hosted at the Kinney Pioneer Museum. See how
tools and time has changed and discover local Mason City
history. Snack is provided each day of camp.
$15/camper REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 10

Register at
LimeCreekNatureCenter.com

IOWA STATE
= UNIVERSITY
\Xﬁ.H.E.P. Camp o IUI)’ 13 Extension and Outreach

Youth ages 8-13 years old (10am-3pm ) L. ’.

This camp is a great introduction to the
hands-on, year-round WHEP (Whildlife Habitat
Education Program) club! Come to Lime
Creek and spend the day in nature, learning
all about lowa wildlife and their habitats.
Maybe you will want to join the club!
$10/camper REGISTER BY JULY 8

Register by emailing
xcerrogordoeiastate.edu,

In Nature's Care

Tiny Tots (9-10:15 am)

Youth ages 4-6 years old

Campers will discover nature’s wonders
while investigating the pond, woods, and
prairie. Through stories, song, and games
we will play and learn by growing our love
for nature. Snack is provided

Crawly Critters (10:45-noon)
Youth ages 7-8 years old
Uncover the fascinating world of bugs
and other crawly critters. Find out how
they help people and the places we love
to play. Discover how they are small and
mighty. Snack is provided

To register call 421-3673

or
masoncity.activityreg.com




WINNEBA RIVER CLEAN-UP (It's Back!)
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 9-NOON
WINNEBAGO RIVER

Join us for an all-out trash bash on a beautiful stretch of the Winnebago Rlver' Lef s work together to

leave the river better than we found it and have fun doing it. A limited number of canoes are
available for use and can be reserved upon registration. Lunch will be provided.

No cost but registration is required by July 27!
Thank you partners: Landfill of North lowa, Cupola Inn Bed & Breakfast, and Cutting Edge Tree Service.

STORY WALK®IS COMING BACK! f

Summer is always a great time to come to Lime Creek

NATURE NAVIGATION
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 5-6:30 PM
LIME CREEK CONSERVATION AREA

How are your navigation skills? Test them

for a walk in the park. Every summer we provide Story
Walks. The Story Walk™ Project’s mission is to promote

out by using a GPS unit fo find clues and early literacy, physical activity, and family time Togefher

solve a puzzle! This event is designed to be

in nature. The book will begin on the Easy PR
fun for all ages. GPS units are limited so i

Access Trail. Keep an eye on our Facebookg Ny &;{g

pre-register to secure your spot! page to know when it is ready!

Pre-register by July 30 before 4 PM.

CONSERVATION COFFEE CLUB™
WILD WONDERFUL WINNEBAGO!
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 9:30-11 AM
LIME CREEK NATURE CENTER

Enjoy some social time with coffee, tea and treats followed by a

conservation focused program.

After learning last season about all the unique rivers in lowa, join Dale

Mills in a stunning visual celebration of our local river, the Winnebago.

Paddle under a full moon, relish in unparalleled reflections, marvel at

extraordinary ice formations, and get up close and personal to area

wildlife. Our river is a free-flowing source of stress relief providing

emotional and physical healing.

Cost is $3 for nature center members or $7 for nonmembers.
Registration deadline is Friday, August 21 by 4 PM

In Nature's Care







